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15 September 2025 

Dear Carolyn, 

Thank you for your letter of 19 August seeking my views on Petition P-06-1526: “Save 
Grassroots Sports – Welsh Government Must Step In!”. 

The majority of Welsh Government funding for sport is directed through Sport Wales, which 
this year has a total of £23.5 million revenue and £10.1 million capital funding which may be 
used to support grassroots sport. Sport Wales has established specific grant schemes 
designed to support and nurture grassroots sport, such as the Be Active Wales Fund and 
the Crowdfunder Scheme, and more information on those schemes and other ways we are 
supporting grassroots sport can be found on the Sport Wales website.  

The petition also mentions Local Authority funding. Although this is outside my portfolio 
responsibilities, the Welsh Government continues to prioritise frontline public services 
including local government as far as possible in our budget decisions. Local Authority 
funding for 2025-2026 in the final Welsh Government budget increased by £262m 
compared, on a like for like basis, to the final settlement for 2024-2025, an average increase 
of 4.5%. 

I know that increased demand for services and cost pressures means all local authorities 
have had to make difficult decisions on council tax, other income sources, and the services 
the council provides. Decisions made on the provision of local services are for local 
authority elected members, within the relevant statutory requirements and following 
appropriate scrutiny and consultation with local communities. As part of any local decision 
making, local authorities are responsible for their own assessments of the provision of local 
services that may impact people in their area.  
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I hope you and Committee members find this information helpful. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jack Sargeant AS/MS 
Minister for Culture, Skills and Social Partnership  
Y Gweinidog Diwylliant, Sgiliau a Phartneriaeth Gymdeithasol 


